490                             OLIVER  CROMWELL.
Protector only, but a dear and  tender father to them all and the Lord's people/'1
But within four days of Cromwell's death Thurloe's watchful eye detected the signs of revolt. On September 7th he wrote to Henry Cromwell2 that there were already secret murmurings that Richard was not a soldier and had no common interest with the Army, and that he ought to resign the command to one of their own Generals.
In the meantime, preparations for the late Protector's funeral were made, and the body, after lying in state for more than two months,3 was buried with the greatest pomp in Westminster Abbey, that dormitory of Kings. The malignant revenge of the Stuarts afterwards caused it to be disinterred and hanged at Tyburn, the head to be placed on a pole over Westminster Hall, where it stood against the blasts of twenty winters, and the body, together with those of his sainted mother and Ireton and Bradshaw, to be thrown into a lime-pit in St. Margaret's churchyard.4
Richard called a Parliament which might have done something for the good of the nation. But as the Army cabal led by Fleetwood and Desborough considered Parliaments offensive on general principles, they forced Richard to dismiss this one, and then they dismissed Richard, who retired into obscurity after a pusillanimous reign of seven months and twenty, eight days. He lived in exile for twenty years after the Restoration, away from wife and children, apparently more in fear of his creditors than of the wrath of his King, who de-
1 Fleetwood to H. Cromwell, Thurloe, vol. vii., p. 375.
2 Thurloe, vol. vii., p. 374
3 Noble, vol. i., p. 277.
4 I shall not copy the details of this inhuman and atrocious spitework, which was assented to by the Parliament by vote of Dec. 8, 1660.    The revolting account is given in Noble, vol. i., p. 288, etc.    The many arguments which have been made to prove that it was not Cromwell's body which was thus ignominiously treated, and which are cleverly summed up in an article in The  Gentleman 3 Magazine, May, 1881, entitled,  "What Became of Cromwell?" have failed to disturb the truth of history as in the text.    Pepy's Diary, Jan. 30, 1660-1 ; Heath, Flagelhim, p. 192 ; Historical Memorials of Westminster Abbey, by Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, D.D., London, 1890, p. 160.